Penicillium marneffei infection: an underdiagnosed disease?
Penicillium marneffei is a rare human pathogen that often causes problems in clinical and histological diagnosis. A patient who presented with autoimmune haemolytic anaemia and hepatosplenomegaly, and was subsequently found to be suffering from disseminated Penicillium marneffei infection, is reported. The liver biopsy showed epithelioid cell granulomas only, and tuberculosis was initially considered the most likely diagnosis. The correct diagnosis became evident in a subsequent colonic biopsy, which showed extensive infiltration by penicillium-laden macrophages.